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T
he C

leveland C
ultural G

ardens F
ederation each year 

sponsors the m
ulticultural extravaganza, O

ne W
orld 

D
ay. A

s of 2018, it had run for 73 consecutive years. 
T

ypically held in late A
ugust, the event features a P

arade 
of F

lags, in w
hich participants display their cultural 

pride; a naturalization cerem
ony for new

 citizens of the 
U

nited States, and ethnic food, m
usic and dance in each 

of the gardens.

T
his 

free 
event 

enables 
attendees 

to 
learn 

about 
the cultures of the w

orld and offers a great deal of 
entertainm

ent and fun. C
hildren can visit each garden 

and have their “passports” stam
ped to show

 they’ve 
been “around the w

orld” in R
ockefeller P

ark.

C
heck out the C

C
G

F
’s w

ebsite or clevelandow
d.org for 

inform
ation on this year’s event.

T
h

e C
lev

elan
d

 C
u

ltu
r

al 
G

ar
d

en
s

o
n

e w
o

r
ld

 d
ay

Th e C
leveland C

ultural G
arden Federation

10823 M
agnolia D

r.
C

leveland O
hio, 44106.

216. 220.3075
clevelandculturalgardens.org

T
he 

C
leveland 

C
ultural 

G
ardens 

F
ederation 

is 
a 

non-
profit um

brella group w
hich preserves and prom

otes the 
G

ardens and acts as a liaison to the city of C
leveland and 

partner institutions. T
he city, as the ow

ner of R
ockefeller 

P
ark, provides support to the C

ultural G
ardens in the form

 
of lighting, w

ater resources, tree trim
m

ing, m
ow

ing and 
security.

T
he 

F
ederation’s 

m
ission 

is 
“peace 

through 
m

utual 
understanding.”  W

e fulfill that m
ission by celebrating the 

unique artistry, creativity and ingenuity of each of our 
diverse cultures.

W
elcom

e 
to 

the 
C

leveland 
C

ultural 
G

ardens 
in 

R
ockefeller P

ark. T
his unique collection of ethnic 

and nationality gardens pay tribute to the cultures 
and diversity of N

ortheast O
hio and the w

orld. T
hey 

run along a nearly tw
o-m

ile stretch on M
artin L

uther 
K

ing Jr.  and E
ast B

oulevards.

T
he C

ultural G
ardens w

ere established in 1916 w
ith 

a m
onum

ent to W
illiam

 Shakespeare, in w
hat later 

becam
e the B

ritish C
ultural G

arden. C
ivic leaders then 

w
ere inspired to develop a bucolic setting in w

hich 
other cultures and cultural icons could be celebrated.  
T

hey especially w
elcom

ed and encouraged the m
any 

im
m

igrant groups arriving in C
leveland to develop 

their ow
n gardens.

E
thnic and cultural organizations have responded 

to that call ever since.  T
he oldest gardens represent 

E
uropean countries such as Italy, P

oland, G
erm

any 
and H

ungary, w
hile new

er gardens have been created 
by im

m
igrants from

 A
sia, the M

iddle E
ast and A

frica.  
T

he A
frican A

m
erican, R

usin, H
ebrew

 and N
ative 

A
m

erican cultures also are celebrated in the C
ultural 

G
ardens.

Inside 
the 

gardens 
are 

statues 
of 

artists, 
w

riters, 
com

posers, dancers, philosophers and scientists w
ho 

have m
ade their cultures proud, along w

ith sym
bolic 

m
onum

ents and engraved w
ritten histories of diverse 

cultures.  M
any gardens feature w

ater elem
ents such 

as fountains or w
aterfalls and beautiful flow

ers and 
other landscaping.  

E
ach 

garden 
is 

developed 
and 

m
aintained 

by 
a 

sponsoring organization, often a cultural association, 
or 

an 
ethnic 

heritage 
m

useum
 

or 
church. 

T
hose 

groups design their gardens, raise funds for statuary 
and landscaping and use volunteers to plant, w

eed 
and clean. 

Volunteers help m
aintain the G

ardens
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